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About the organizers of the Consultation
The Department of Science & Technology, Ministry of Science & Technology has been entrusted with the
responsibility of coordinating two out of eight national missions launched under the National Action Plan on
Climate Change (NAPCC). These are, the National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem (NMSHE) and
National Mission on Strategic Knowledge for Climate Change (NMSKCC). The broad objectives of NMSHE include understanding of the complex processes affecting the Himalayan Ecosystem and evolve suitable management and
policy measures for sustaining and safeguarding the Himalayan eco-system, creating and building capacities in
different domains, networking of knowledge institutions engaged in research and development of a coherent data
base on Himalayan ecosystem, detecting and decoupling natural and anthropogenic induced signals of global
environmental changes in mountain ecosystems, studying traditional knowledge systems for community
participation in adaptation, mitigation and coping mechanisms inclusive of farming and traditional health care
systems and developing regional cooperation with neighboring countries, to generate a strong data base through
monitoring and analysis, to eventually create a knowledge base for policy interventions.
Indian Himalayas Climate Adaptation Programme (IHCAP) is a project under Global Programme Climate
Change (GPCC) of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). IHCAP is being implemented as a
bilateral cooperation programme with Department of Science & Technology. IHCAP builds on capacity and
knowledge enhancement related to three pillars-- scientific and technical knowledge cooperation between Indian
and Swiss scientific institutions; adaptation measures for vulnerable communities; and mainstreaming adaptation
policies for improved action in the Indian Himalayan Region.
The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), a leading organization on the environment and
sustainable development, has been committed to gender equality and equity since 1948. Its efforts are Union wide
and an integral part of all policies, programmes and projects. Prior to the UNFCCC Conference held in Bali,
Indonesia, in 2007, representatives of IUCN, UNDP, and WEDO came together to address this emerging issue of
gender and climate change, resulting in the formation of the Global Gender and Climate Alliance (GGCA), launched
at the 13th Conference of Parties held in Bali. The GGCA works to ensure that climate change policies, decision
making, and initiatives at the global, regional, and national levels are gender responsive.

